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David Kathman,
enthusiastic collector of
hobby history

By George Vrechek

Itis an understatement to say that collector David
Kathman is enthusiastic, or that he gets into the details, or that
he has a good memory. While he is like many of us who retained
our childhood collections and got back into the hobby as adults,
Kathman is now an avid collector of not only cards but hobby
history. He enjoys obtaining and reading articles, ads and letters
about the hobby origins and how collectors shared information
and obtained cards.

1999

David Kathman with his copy of Burdick’s first catalog,
The United States Card Collectors Bulletin from 1939

Pulp by the pound

Kathman started picking up old hobby publications 25 years ago and has kept at it, piling up hobby pulp
by the pound. In doing so he has often linked his collection to hobby pioneers (Burdick, Barker, Carter
and Wagner) and a following generation of long-time hobbyists (Lipset, Medeiros, Lerner and Even). He
has written about “the long and winding road” describing how the hobby grew. For example, he went
through publications and traced how the short-prints in the 1948-9 Leaf baseball set were gradually
discovered between 1959 and 1968.

Shakespeare Scholar

This enthusiasm and attention to detail is not hard to understand, given Kathman’s other interests. He
works as a senior mutual fund analyst at Morningstar in Chicago, analyzing and reporting on fund
performances. He has a Ph.D. in linguistics from the University of Chicago, speaks four languages and
has expertise in Shakespearean theatre.



His numerous articles and reviews are published in scholarly journals such as Shakespeare Quarterly.
“Grocers, Goldsmiths, and Drapers: Freemen and Apprentices in the Elizabethan Theater” is the title of
just one of his many contributions. In linguistics, Kathman articles include "Abkhaz Stress and
Morphological Templates. “ I've always been interested in the history of any field,” says Kathman,
reminding one of something Jefferson Burdick would have said.

Closet Collection
In 1991 Kathman’s mother asked him to pick up his 1970s childhood card collection stored in a closet at

the family home. He had a few thousand cards, a smattering of older type cards and a few hobby
publications. His interest was renewed. He visited a card shop in his hometown of Glen Ellyn, lllinois. He
picked up a Sports Collectors Digest at a Chicago newsstand and got involved.

He bought cards, not so much from the recent years but from the 1880s and early 1900s, because of his
natural inclination to study the origins of a field. In 1995, he responded to an SCD classified ad by sports
postcard collector Dan Even, who sold him a collection of hobby publications from the 1960s and 1970s.

Reading the pubs

Kathman tries to read everything he can on the early days of the hobby and hobby publications. He
observes that such publications were often started by one person and the publications came and went
with the enthusiasm of their founders. A listing of most of the prominent hobby publications, their
founders and years of publication is included for reference.

Kathman is familiar with hobby names in the 1950s and 1960s and comments, “Sam Rosen, Woody
Gelman and Gordon B. Taylor provided cards and publications for the young collector audience, while
Card Collector’s Bulletin and Sport Fan were geared to the relatively few adult collectors.”

Writers Preston Orem, Rich Egan, Lionel Carter and Buck Barker shared their knowledge in many
publications. As Barker humorously wrote in a 1960 Card Collector’s Bulletin about advanced collectors,
“In order to obtain a few cards every month, he must write many fruitless letters and keep hot on the
chase, but the disappointments will be many. Often there is no use writing old friends as none will have
anything for trade. Then he’s reduced to writing articles, a sad state indeed.”

Publications were a major help to isolated collectors, who found each other through hobby articles or
ads. Subscribers would enthusiastically pursue their wants by writing other subscribers or advertisers,
sending them wantlists and then sending cards or money (sometimes stamps) in exchange for the small
amounts involved.

Hobby publishers would be diverted away by jobs, military duty, school or family obligations and might
resurface after such interruptions. Sometimes, you would get a double issue as publishers tried to catch
up. More than a few ran into financial difficulties and quietly disappeared, sometimes spreading their
misfortunes to prepaid subscribers and advertisers.



Prominent general sports hobby magazines and papers

Publication name, founder, first and last years published (approx.), ighoring interruptions

Card Collector’s Bulletin, Jefferson Burdick (1937-1984)
Sports Exchange Trading Post, Jack Seifert (1945-1950)
Sport Fan, Bob and Helen Jaspersen (1951-1982)

The Sport Hobbyist, Charles Brooks (1956-1978)

Card Comments, Gordon B. Taylor (1958-1961)

The Card Collector, Woody Gelman (1959-1964)

Sport Collector, Fred Greguras (1961-1962)

Sports Gazette, Melvin Lindheim (1962-1965)

Collectors Digest, Nick Stout and Chuck Fought (1964-1966)
The Sports Trader, Richard Burns (1964-1971)

Sports Collector’s Journal, Steve Mitchell (1967-1972)

The Trader Speaks, Dan Dischley (1968-1984)

Sports Collectors” News, Mike Bondarenko (1968-1978)
Sport Advertiser’s Journal, Jay Knapp (1969-1973)

Sports Scoop, John Eichman (1973-1974)

Sports Collectors Digest, John Stommen (1973- ongoing)
Baseball Hobby News, Frank and Vivian Barning (1979-1993)
Baseball Card News, Allan Kaye (1982-1993)

Tuff Stuff, Ernie White (1984-2011)

Beckett Baseball Card Monthly (et al.), Jim Beckett (1984-ongoing)
Old Judge, Lew Lipset (1985-1994)

Vintage & Classic Baseball Collector, Dennis Purdy (1995-2004)
Old Cardboard, Lyman Hardeman (2004-2017)

Other publications with hobby articles — The American Card Collector, Association of Sports Collectors —
Bulletin, The Autograph Hobbyists, Autograph News, The Ballparks Bulletin, Baseball Card Hobbiest,
Baseball Cards Magazine, Baseball Data, Baseball Parade, Baseball Hobby Card Report, The Card
Hobbyists, Card News and Comments, Carter Council Chamber, The Collector, Collectors Quarterly,
Diamond Dust, The Double Play, The Foul Tip, Grandstand Manager, Hobbies, Hobby Enthusiast, Hobbys
to Enjoy, Kaw Chief Stamp Journal, National Sports Collector, Sports Card Trader, Sports Collecting
Confidential, The Sports Journal, The Sports Line, Treasure Magazine, The Trading Card Gazette,
Western Hobby News and World of Sports from 1949

Publication titles might morph to reflect changes in focus or improvements in grammar, punctuation,
capitalization or spelling. There were also several price guides, magazines for specific sports and non-
sports (The Wrapper) and non-U.S. publications. Of course, we have dodged the considerable task of
identifying online newsletters and blogs which will produce nostalgia in the future and won’t need to be
stashed under staircases. If you remember any other significant general U.S. sports magazines or
newsletters, let us know.

Collecting expands

Kathman'’s card collection gradually expanded into a near set of T-206s, T-205s, T210s, hundreds of Old
Judges and thousands of non-sport tobacco issues. He continues picking up publications and hobby
correspondence. He looks for ads, checks eBay and keeps in touch with other collectors. He purchases
large lots of publications, generally for a few hundred dollars each. Veteran hobbyist Steve Mitchell sold
him Sports Exchange Trading Post, and other publications. Mitchell didn’t have any copies of Sport




Collector’s Journal, which he founded and edited in the late ‘60s. Publications once owned by Ray
Medeiros, Lew Lipset and Irv Lerner have found their way to his collection.

Kathman has won several caches of publications in auctions, including hobby pioneer John B. Wagner’s
copies of the first 30 issues of Jefferson Burdick’s Card Collector’s Bulletin from 1939-1944. Any issues in
a publication run that he was missing, he has purchased or obtained copies. Kathman noted, “I now
have complete runs of Sports Trader, Sport Hobbyist, Card Comments, The Card Collector, Sports
Collector’s Journal and Sports Collectors News, and near-complete runs of most of the other major
hobby publications up to 1990.”

In addition to the hobby magazines, Kathman has collected old individual articles on collecting which
appeared in other publications such as Hobbies and The Sporting News.

Sharing findings

Kathman reads my numerous SCD articles on hobby history, and over the years we have met for lunch to
exchange information. | find it impossible to exhaust his knowledge on any subject that he has
researched. He shares excerpts from old publications with fellow enthusiasts via Net54 postings and
likes stories that focus on the big picture. In 2017 he posted numerous old hobby publication excerpts
on Net54, reflecting how the hobby had changed over the prior 50 years.

Kathman says, “While some of the old publications are quite scarce, there are not many people who
collect them. Therefore, the prices can be reasonable, unless two hobby history collectors are both avid
about the same item. Prices reflect a case by case nature of the transaction. Some eBay asking prices are
all over the map.” It is too bad that the sale prices for cards in the publications aren’t good anymore.

Richard Rubin, Mike Jaspersen, Ed Kobak and David Hornish are among other collectors who have
provided information on some of the old publications.

Publication pile up

As collectors, it is not surprising to find many of us hanging on to hobby publications —for a while. Sports
Collectors Digest at one time was published weekly in a larger format. A 1990 issue | have has 352 pages.
Retaining a complete run of SCDs takes space. Lionel Carter (1918-2008), of course, saved all his SCDs.
He piled the heavy issues neatly in two stacks extending from floor to ceiling underneath his basement
stairs, not a location which would please any fire marshal. It will likely be a challenge for Kathman, as
well, to continue to store the pounds of pulp.

While having copies or digital files of old publications is informative, Kathman says, “I like having original
issues owned by many of the early hobby pioneers and seeing the distinctive handwriting of people like
Buck Barker.” He thinks about how people ran ads, exchanged letters and wantlists, and connected long
before the internet. But if you want to connect with Kathman, try the internet at dik1 @ix.netcom.com.
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Last "iznter in eash of tiree lssues of Hobbies Marszisne thers 535
GATed an article oo old Ciguzeste Cards. The INtAredt 15 Shoes ootes
Shows t2at the Hotly has real poseibilities for developwens.

It 16 expectod %0 resuse & sesil colusn in Hobbies om card collect
in3 in an early igsue, Cooperaticsn of sll coilecsers is Bebed in coger
10 =ake 1t permanent, asd, & success. Naturally, toe SALAIILS DOtles
ill have to Be heold 20 a eneral zature and, il not be antirely oo
Tobscco Carda.

Theee "Dulleting wll sapplesent the saazing 2ctes and wil furpe
18k the needed tochnical details «nile leaving the Rigtorical =mserial
0Lo, to the mammiine,

COLLLCTORS DIXICTORY

* The following Direciosy of Casd Colisotore ie Uy 0O 2eans & Cosp-
dote lieting of all known collectiors, Sut 28 & S547% 40 SHAT Qlrsetios.
Others will bg added in future Bulletinss.

It Maa Deon izpossible 1o contact SVETYONe, ANE BAnY CllislE ANE
ROt ligted Sus o wisurdersiandinga, t5e seneral rush of dusissss of
’ the Heliday Eonscs.
A few llstings are deslers rather than collectors and, scae othess
ATe porslibly not actiively enmyed in CCLlecSing AT the pregent tise.
The 1leting s intendsd solely aw &0 introdustion te Loyl viual coss
spondeste.

N-0.7. Baker, 518 F, Gth St., Sacte Asa, Cal. Nae old tise ccllectios.
2~M, Glover Benneis, - ~vea . Loulevilie, Xy. Seneral Cell.
~Yilliam §. Beyer, 527 5. 22nd 51, Phiis. Penza. Desler.

5-J.R, Burdiok, 357 8o, Crcuee Ave,., &;;scuo. #.Y. General Collecteor.
o-Hay B, C T, 5006 Petazic Ave., Chisese, I1l.Desler A Token Coll.

o=~Fhilip H. Uessere, 7 Troesidge 53, 5,.E., Grand aaptds, ek, Map ¢
collectica of Carde and othes Relics, Curioce,

S~R.G. Miokel, Cresekill, ¥.J., Collects all Tobnoco Mistorieal Latte .

!o.rmu E. Salth, 31 Blake St., Yollasten, dage. Coliecsor & Dealer.

11-Docald VanBrakie, Crown Feoint, ¥.Y. Geseral Collecter.

12-Jokn D. Tagmer, 5995 Brij e St., Harrisbury, Pessa, Ceseral Collest-
or. Speoializin: in Dasedall Subjecte.

1)-Fayaond J. “alker, Hhi-vientewsdvers Sov Lonson, Coma, Cemeral Cell,

15-Fal “arner, 3127 Mo, Paulima St., Ciicage, 133, Coslects indian 3

‘ 'uurg Subjecta on 014 A & G and Kishall cards.

> 1t ie intendec to liet not cely Sollectors but aleo Dealess and
OLESrs ®io Gay Zave caris 10 ssli or o My wish to puy, Ligtisg osets
EOIXIn: A5d NOt 160 muUIh ehould Do expected from 1T, Bul Tices who take
ULl advasiae of euih & 1let 45oLld TecesTe COnSLETADle Desefite.

All images are from the collections of David Kathman or George Vrechek

The first CCB published by Jefferson Burdick in 1937



Diamond Aces 0f 30 Years Back .-, Pictured in Bright Colors .=. On Cigarette Cuk X

SPELTLL ANYANYS ‘SMIN DNUYOISINL &

SOME OF THE BRIGHTLY-COLORED CARDS OF BASEBALL STARS DISTAIBUTED EARLY IN THE CENTURY
+
T ——B D vadeen o Hlanc Tandn I:nl\

Collectors Still Continue | o
Fad That Faded Long Ago| =

Sports Writer, Who Saved Pasteboard Portraits as Youth,
Finds Many Continue to Cherish Old Sety Cards
Stimulated Interest in Cameo Among Kids

THE SPORTS EXCHANGE

TRADING POST

Vol..3, No. 12 Youngstown, O. Dec. 1, 1947

By WIRT GAMMON
Of the Chatlanonga Times
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.
As & boy, 1, like many others, becamse a fascinated collector of
e bLrillianily oodored fragrant-with-dobacco bascball player pie-
fures that cane In cigarctte packages 1o later years, 1 stoced 1hem

0

Sporting News article by Wirt Gammon
on baseball card collecting, 1945

o8

The Sports Exchange Trading Post from
1947
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VOLUME I NUMLE: 5 DECEMDEL., 1956 42,00 a year - 25¢ a copy

AN S.H. CHRISTMAS PRESENT =

The Sport Hobbyist a bringing all of you a great big Ohristmas present im the
shape ofthe J,L. McCarthy cards that are now available to Sport Hobbyist readers)
These cards are among the scarcestof all svert cards, Some of these McCarthy card
issues have been limited to about 1000 each, axd sometimes only a small percentage of
these have reached public haunds, So why nct give ycurself a bis Christmas present in
the form of a set of McCarthy spert postcards? l’

New reached us that Sport Fan was to resume publication within a week, ileson
given for the five menth delay was illvess in their organizatior, It kas been several
weeks since then, so we don't k.ow whit has hannened now,

The first annual exhibit of the Keystone Postcard collectors club of Philadelphia
was a success and future exhibits are being planned, Vere all for everything having to
do with card and sport collecting,

Ve received a phone call from a collector here in Detroit that was anxious to
rursue his hobby of collecting aum cards, especially sports, He was interested in
starting a club amd was most enthusiastic, I'ut we haven!t heard from this collector
since, so we don't know what hanpered, If any of you out there are interested in startir
a club in your city, for card or sport collectors, we!ll be glad to help you in any way
that we can,

We have a couple of worderfully helpful articles for collectors in this issue, De
sure that you read them, I-

Here is an #nteresting drawing of the 1869 Cincirnati lieddmex Stockings,
They won 65 games and tied ome in a coast to coast tour and were recognized as: the firsti
coast to coast championd, They were the sports first professional team,

_ pagel B o e getamal
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Charles Brooks’ The Sport Hobbyist from 1956
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THE CARD COLLECTOR is published every other month by the Card
Collectors’ Company, Box 293, Franklin Square, N. Y.
Single copies 20c. 6 issues $1.00, 12 issues $2.00.

Volume 1, No. 8, Whole No. 8 September 20, 1960

EDITORIAL

Here is our first extended issue, we hope it is a little more interesting
than past issues and adds a bit to your collecting enjoyment. In the future
we would like to increase the size of our little paper until it becomes a reguiar
30-40 page monthly. This may seem a bit far fetched, but if we all work to-
gether and contribute small items each issue we’ll wind up with surprising
results. Remember, this cannot be accomplished completely by ourselves—
the help of our subscribers and customers is very important. If you find any
new cards, spot any errors, or have any questions on cards, just drop us a
line about it and if it proves to be interesting we’ll print it. We can always
use comments and articles on cards that would be of interest to other col-
lectors. Be on the look-out for anything of interest in the card field, and
remember that this paper will grow only as far as the help given by the sub-

Woody Gelman’s The Card
Collector from 1960

scribers.

We'll be looking forward to some card dope from (
while we’re waiting, how about your comments on this iss

John Douglas writes the following:
“] have found five cards, two foot-
ball and three baseball. They are
small cards (approx. 3x2%"”) out-
lined faintly in blue with the players
picture on a square orange block sur-
rounded by white. The player’s name,
position, and team appear below the
picture. I have the following: Yogi
Berra, George Xell, Preacher Roe,
Doak Walker and Bob Waterfield.”

(Editor’s note: These are part of
a set of sports cards issued on the
cereal boxes of Wheaties. Some of
the other sports figures pictured in

Gordon B. Taylor’s Card Comments from 1960

the set are: Ralpl
Bob Feller, Jim I
Jimmy Paterson,
Fears, Johnny Lu
Otto Graham, Al
Bauer, Roy Camy
Glen Davis, Ned
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CARD

COMNMENTS

Gretchen Frazer, Vol.3,No 4

Kramer, Lloyd M
to, Sam Snead, '
most likely a fe
these stars appea:
once in an action
time in a shot of

The Richmond
team playing out
ginia, has issued
with their score
Appearing in the
and in smaller pic
tyn and Jack Ree
larger scorebook
tures are: Tony 4
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OVER 1,000 PERSONS TURNED OUT FOR THREE DAY EVENT

srarrs-corzerars-| NEW YORK CONVENTION
DDIGEST | PREW A LARGE CROWD

Sports Card Collectors another 575 goi
AT ¢ going thru less than four months was
- FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1973 Y Association Show (better the Green Room of the an even better event than
-g {80 Number Gne o |(<:"0Wf‘ ‘:S fh)e N.eW Yd°'|< District 65 Center on the one held at the same
; SOk = onvention) enjoyed a Saturday and then a fine  location late in May of
@ Published By Stommen Publications =5 very successful three-day Sunday crowd pushing this year.
QZ P.O. Box E, Milan, Michigan, 48160 "Uf';, IZGF’:ef:be&l‘:r. '5;’5 attendance over the Collectors felt that a
and 16 at the District magic 1,000 number on better re i
presentation of
NEW YORK CONVENTION SCENES FenNter. l40kEccis_f 8th St.,  the final day. cards, publications, etc.
- in New |Y°" ity. Talking with many was available for those
Over :goo persons persons Saturday and attending to select from
°'.'inded the convention,  §ynday, we discovered and thereby further their
with some 175 being on a feeling that this second own collections.
4 (Continued On Page Two Of This Issue|
Hello! ‘ ‘

You are reading the
first issue of sports
collecting's newest
publication = this one
a semi=monthly.

Our goal is to publish
a paper with appeal to
a broad range of sports
collectors and to do so
more fraquently.

Wa're not making any
promises other than that
we will do our best.

YOUF'SUpport will be Jim and Marylin Miller, 137 President Street,
appreciated. A Hempstead, N.Y., were a couple of the folks on
labc Clamman haad ab b Maco vl m Bal Zis s .

You have to watch for those reprints, even with
hobby publications. Here is the first issue of SCD in
October 1973. It is clearly marked as a reprint.

January 1976 SCD with Wirt Gammon on the cover

SPORTS COLLECTORS Houston

. nlﬁ[S' Convention

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 1976 February

VOLUNE THREE =~ NUMBER EIGHT 7 & 8
ISSUE NUMBER FIFTY=SIX




A “hit” with
Coast to Coast!
Adco Sports Book Exchange

1E SPORTS TRADER

P. 0. BOX 716

25¢per y Box L8577, Br ggs Station \

WE NEED PHOTOS

Los Angeles, California

Egun s ALLEY

PH 0DDS AND ENDS

By JACK SMALLING
'st printed edition of Detroit Tigers

& : WE NEED PHOTOS O 'you AND Egan’s ALLEY IX
B o e Your COLLEC By Rihard . Egn
b Yes, we need ph ynu and
yourself as to what you Michigan 48216 your collection, We would like to A great many collectors faced ayutograph is written in light blue

m sure that most will with the almost insurmountabl.

4 ; have a generous sprinkling of € over this information, Those few

R LR e phos hroughou. cac esue of sk of collcing all buscball caras it ae i crculation are
¥ the TRADER, but we are having  Cards ever issued, tend to con- ysually in poor condition because

appreciated by all. No doubteach Kansas City trouble ) centrate their efforts in one di-
A getting them, the cellophane wrapping stuck to
wmg&;ﬁfm:}y ntlk;,e Missouri 64127 Send along a photo of you and ‘rhec‘uon. soctTe collectors limit the cards and when removed,
foreign adsthatappeared, New York Yankees youx colteckon g Lte vdethr cmolle . iamned pulled, the iR SRS AN
fiared 4k collactors, 745 Fifth Avenue your collection, Be certain to WHL TOPRCC0 px;oducls, others The reverse on these cards, and
d me, 1 suggest you help New York give us plenty of ‘mation  Strive to complete the gum sets other year’s, is blank. The check-
3 ¥ about you and your collection to issued by Topps gnd Bowman; we ]ist is given in pairs as the

fiay Torkia00% e -imilar €ven know one collector who is cards were issued in this way.

to Fred Imhof article last month, amassing a collection of error Harvey Haddix, Michael Clark

ons, A paper of Minnesota Twins 2 cards in preference toall others, azle
d photos W d + William Johnson, Alpha

advertising rev- 8001 Cedar Ave, South bese: et::iyed. Photos ee;ln:: Those among us who are rich, Harry Lowrey, b som_a;mm

Bloomington black and white glo persistant and demanding Umit Lawrence Miggins Stephen Bilk

Minnesota 55420 themselves to the rare ‘‘region- Stuart Miller, ~ Stanley :

which have already appes al”’ cards, These cards, as the pelbert Rice
;sz:lsdhingéo% Ser;tlogs a publication can be use: name implies, are issued in im- garold Rice,
i - 8 vided they are not co te ms"“mer; :;!l only md‘ﬂnf willard Schmidt, CI
the & & number print-  Ajpert Schoendienst, Johnc
&, Ca 20003 S Tabty distribution g "““

Atlanta Braves

t'***‘*******#********t***********************

‘_S_P,ORTS.COLLECTORS ans

% % % %

*********************
il 15 ~  May = June,1969

'***'*‘****************************************_

News-From the Editor . .. . AU sue came out very poorly. That was the
5 ; . ‘firet time we had ever had less than ac-
"THE.  EDITOR COMMENTS'', - : ‘ceptable results from the Gestetfax mac-
Trein By Mike Bondarenko : : hine.

There are several card checklists this
Once again we are 1ngorporat1ng an iasue issue that I am sure you will enjoy, and
~with another and coming out with a double- the new SCNCC pages aren't to be missed.
issue. As was mentioned last month, we are Alex Wolff is the new SCNCC President. i
not fond of doing this, but, it is felt that _Jack Smalling makes a comeback after a
“it would be best to incorporate another SCN  month's absence with his popular "Auto-
80 that we can get caught up in time. Many ~ graph Odds and Ends" and he has another
‘collectors have said they like to get SCNs death list:for your information files.
every month, and nothing would please us What can you do to boost sports collec-
“more, but with .the amount of work involved ting? A special article on this subject
~in getting an issue out (did you know that by your editor is found in this issue,
~ 4f all the pages used to make up.one mon= . +SCN wishes to go further into two items
th's supply of SCNs were laid end to end, mentioned on the final page of the well -
~ s the i1ine tiould ‘be aver twn miles lona?) 1t circulated last {ssue.

Mike Bonderenko’s Sports Collectors’ News in 1969



Lel's e niendi... REACH FOR SUNBEAM BREAD

Enter Sunbeams ‘“World Series Contest’’ ... See Reverse Side

Dan Dischley’s The Trader Speaks 1973

George Vrechek is a freelance contributor to SCD and can be reached at vrechek@ameritech.net.

This article appeared in Sports Collectors Digest, August 30, 2019, and is reprinted here on the OBC site
with the consent of SCD.
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